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Pomeranian Puppy Training &
Socialization Guide @

The first few months are critical for raising a confident, well-mannered Pomeranian. Early
training and socialization create the foundation for a happy, well-adjusted adult dog. This

guide covers potty training, crate training, basic obedience, socialization milestones, and

creating positive routines from day one. By following it consistently, you'll set your puppy
up for lifelong success.

Potty Training Fundamentals -

Start immediately upon bringing your puppy home so the routine begins on day one.
Take your puppy out every 1-2 hours, especially during the early weeks.

Always go out after meals, naps, and play to catch the times accidents are most likely.
Choose a designated potty spot outside and go there every time.

Use a consistent command phrase such as "go potty" so your puppy learns the cue.
Offer praise immediately and reward as soon as your puppy finishes in the right place.
Expect accidents and never punish; instead, stay calm and clean them up quickly.

Use an enzyme cleaner to remove odors and prevent repeat accidents in the same spot.
Small breeds often take longer to train, so patience and consistency matter every day.
Most puppies become reliable by 4-6 months when the routine stays consistent.
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Choose an appropriately sized crate where your puppy can stand, turn, and lie down
comfortably.

Make the crate comfortable with soft bedding and a few safe toys.

Introduce the crate gradually and pair it with positive experiences.

Feed meals in the crate to build positive associations right away.

Start with short periods and slowly increase duration as your puppy relaxes.

A puppy can usually hold the bladder for about 1 hour per month of age plus one.
Provide a potty break before crating so your puppy can settle more comfortably.



Command

Sit

Come/Recall

Down

Stay

Leave It

When to Start

8-10 weeks

8-10 weeks

10-12 weeks

12-14 weeks

10-12 weeks

&

How to Teach

Lure with a treat
above the nose

Use a happy voice
and treats

Lure from the sit
position

Start with short
duration

Cover a treat with
your hand

Purpose

Foundation for all

training

Safety and control

Calming and control

Impulse control

Safety and manners

e The critical socialization window is 8-16 weeks, so make the most of it while your puppy

is young.

e Expose your puppy to a variety of people, places, sounds, and surfaces in positive,

controlled ways.

e Arrange meetings with other vaccinated, friendly dogs to build confidence safely.
e Visit different environments such as parks, stores, and car rides to broaden your
puppy's comfort zone.

e Handle paws, ears, and mouth regularly to prepare for grooming and vet care.
e Go slowly and never force interactions; one new experience per day is ideal.

e Establish a consistent daily schedule for meals, potty, play, and training.
e Puppies thrive on predictability, so keep the routine as steady as possible.

e Midday: potty breaks, short play, nap time to keep energy and focus balanced.
e Evening: dinner, potty, family time, final potty before bed.

e End each session on a positive note to build confidence and good habits.



Training Tips for Success

Use positive reinforcement only: treats, praise, and play. Keep training sessions short,
fun, and consistent so your Pomeranian stays engaged. These puppies are intelligent but
can be stubborn, so make training feel like a game and celebrate every small victory.
Never use harsh corrections or punishment.
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e Week 1-2: Focus on potty training and crate introduction.

e Week 3-4: Add basic commands like sit and come.

e Week 7-8: Practice leave it and impulse control.
o Week 9-12: Refine all commands and increase distractions.

e Gradually increase difficulty and duration as your puppy succeeds.
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e Barking — Poms are vocal, so teach a calm "quiet" command.
e Jumping up — Ignore the behavior until all four paws are on the floor.

e Leash pulling — Stop walking when your puppy pulls so loose leash walking pays off.
e Fear or shyness — Go slowly and never force interactions.

e Seek a professional trainer if you need extra support.

e Startimmediately upon bringing your puppy home so the routine begins on day one.
e Take your puppy out every 1-2 hours, especially during the early weeks.

e Choose a designated potty spot outside and go there every time.
e Use a consistent command phrase such as "go potty" so your puppy learns the cue.

e Expect accidents and never punish; instead, stay calm and clean them up quickly.
e Use an enzyme cleaner to remove odors and prevent repeat accidents in the same spot.

e Most puppies become reliable by 4-6 months when the routine stays consistent.
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Choose an appropriately sized crate where your puppy can stand, turn, and lie down
comfortably.
Make the crate comfortable with soft bedding and a few safe toys.

Feed meals in the crate to build positive associations right away.
Start with short periods and slowly increase duration as your puppy relaxes.

A puppy can usually hold the bladder for about 1 hour per month of age plus one.
Provide a potty break before crating so your puppy can settle more comfortably.
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Command When to Start How to Teach Purpose
8-10 weeks Lure with a treat Foundation for all

above the nose training

Come/Recall 8-10 weeks Use a happy voice Safety and control
and treats

Down 10-12 weeks Lure from the sit Calming and control
position

Stay 12-14 weeks Start with short Impulse control
duration

Leave It 10-12 weeks Cover a treat with Safety and manners
your hand

The critical socialization window is 8-16 weeks, so make the most of it while your puppy
is young.

Expose your puppy to a variety of people, places, sounds, and surfaces in positive,
controlled ways.

Arrange meetings with other vaccinated, friendly dogs to build confidence safely.
Visit different environments such as parks, stores, and car rides to broaden your
puppy's comfort zone.

e Handle paws, ears, and mouth regularly to prepare for grooming and vet care.
e Go slowly and never force interactions; one new experience per day is ideal.



e Establish a consistent daily schedule for meals, potty, play, and training.
e Puppies thrive on predictability, so keep the routine as steady as possible.

e Midday: potty breaks, short play, nap time to keep energy and focus balanced.
e Evening: dinner, potty, family time, final potty before bed.

e End each session on a positive note to build confidence and good habits.

Training Tips for Success

Use positive reinforcement only: treats, praise, and play. Keep training sessions short,
fun, and consistent so your Pomeranian stays engaged. These puppies are intelligent but
can be stubborn, so make training feel like a game and celebrate every small victory.
Never use harsh corrections or punishment.
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e Week 1-2: Focus on potty training and crate introduction.
e Week 3-4: Add basic commands like sit and come.

e Week 7-8: Practice leave it and impulse control.
e Week 9-12: Refine all commands and increase distractions.

e Gradually increase difficulty and duration as your puppy succeeds.
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e Barking — Poms are vocal, so teach a calm "quiet" command.
e Jumping up — Ignore the behavior until all four paws are on the floor.

e Leash pulling — Stop walking when your puppy pulls so loose leash walking pays off.
e Fear or shyness — Go slowly and never force interactions.

e Seek a professional trainer if you need extra support.



